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Recommendations to the EU SCP AntPlan

Dear Madams and Sirs,

We warmly welcome the effort the Commission is undertaking to set up a Sustainable
Consumption and Production Action Plan. The background document provides a clear
analysis of the problems the European and global society face. We appreciate all
instruments suggested in the document and we would like to encourage the Commission to
take action in all envisaged ways. All of them will be necessary meet the challenge.
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increased the efficiency of products, in many cases this is offset by an even higher
O2yadzYLIiAz2y S@St ¢ o 2LS] [KRASNBEFSRNE ©O2 yOKHzZRS8Y 2 d
LI GG SNYyaoé

The reason the EU is developing an SCP strategy is to REVERSE THE NEGATIVE SOCIAL AND

ECOLOGICAL TRENDS. Therefore it alarms us that the Background Document at the bottom

of page 10 describes the business-as-usual scenario that resource productivity is expected to

increase by 3%/year in the EU, but that they also assume a 3% economic growth rate

between now and 2030, and conclude that "resource use in absolute quantities will be more

or less stable" over that period of time. The IPCC and major ecological scientists call for an

80% REDUCTION OF CURRENT MATERIAL AND ENERGY USE compared to current rates.

Being aware of that, the paperQ & Y I A néverftie @wz& a product-based approach.
Taking into account the agreed knowledge that a product based approach, focusing on
technical improvement and greening the market, alone will not change the unsustainable
dynamics, the background paper does not come up to the mark if it restricts itself to such a
product based approach ¢ and so would be the case for an action plan.

The action plan has to take into account that sustainable consumption patterns will require
more than just innovation and greening the market. The availability and higher market share
of more sustainable products (sustainable in the production as well as in the use phase) is a
necessary goal but not a sufficient one.
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Ecological fiscal reformontaining (i) removal of all perverse subsidies; (ii) use of eco-
taxes to internalize external costs; (iii) price mechanisms to support policy integration;
(iv) selective use of positive incentives; (v) development of new measures of progress
accounting more fully for environmental impacts within the current system of
accounts.

Clean and eceffective production supported by (i) green investment; (ii) eco-
innovation; (iii) eco ¢ design; (iv) appropriate products standards and labelling
programmes; (V) increasing market access for environmental goods and services; (vi)
environmentally sound public procurement rules and practices.

Educdion for sustainable consumption and productiona (i) integrating knowledge
of relevant consumption behavior into curricula from pre-school to universities and in
the concepts of lifelong learning; (ii) providing data for reliable information; (iii) report
on indicators to shape consumption behavior that can make a difference.

Corporate responsibility and accountabilitgs legally binding framework including (i)
by creating full transparency about the sustainability performance of business; (ii)
dialogue between enterprises and the communities in which they operate; (iii)
financial institutions to incorporate sustainable development considerations into their
decision - making processes; workplace-based partnerships and programmes.
Information and public paticipation for sustainable consumption and production
including (i) a broader right to know; (ii) involvement of stakeholders into decision
making or at least consultative structures; (iii) support and financing of participation
structures; (iv) develop and provide effective transparent and verifiable consumer
information tools relating to sustainable consumption and production.

The background paper in its main parts is limited to clean and eco-efficient production,
taking into account few aspects of an ecological fiscal reform.

The Action Plan has to go beyond and

1. tosetclear quantitative reduction targets
2. toidentify meaningful instruments how to reach them
3. to specify the implementation steps and
4. to establish benchmarks and alarm bells to allow a meaningful monitoring procedure
including regular reporting to the public.
Specific attention has to be given to the consumption fields of highest environmental
relevance: housing, food, mobility.

We welcome the coherence envisaged with existing EU policy. It should reach out to the
technical directives as well as social strategies, curricula and others.

Most important, the Action Plan has to be as concrete as possible. The background paper
uses vague wording about possible options and falls even shorter with regard to an
adequate implementation of policies.

These structures can be oriented on the established economic systems where alarm bells
and intervention points are set e.g. on inflation rates or deficits of state budgets. Here
monitoring and use of intervention instruments are delegated to independent institutions.

To ensure the Sustainable Consumption and Production Action Plan receives the attention
the topic deserves it should be agreed at the level of Heads of State and Government. We

! NGO Ostend Statement, presented at the European Roundtable on SCP November 2004
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fully support the recommendation of the First European Roundtable on SCP (Ostend,
November 2004) to anchor the Action Plan at a high political level. In view of ensuring
forceful coordination and coherence among sector ministries a clear and broad horizontal
mandate in national and EU structures should be designated to one minister /
Commissioner. A European Expert Group on Sustainable Consumption and Production
should be established based on national government representatives and relevant
stakeholders. Participants should ensure regular peer review of the development and be
mandated to work on concrete strategy building on regional level and serve as focal points
in the national contexts.

To ensure all policy levels get active on Sustainable Consumption and Production the EU
Action Plan should contain an obligation for countries to develop national action plans, as
recommended in several international expert meetings already (e.g. Second and Third
Meeting of the Marrakech Process)
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distant from the average citizen and even from those organizations that have been actively
engaged in promoting sustainable consumption and lifestyles at the grassroots level since
decades. To overcome this we would regard it as helpful if the strategy could be published in
all EU languages and written in an W¥asy to communicateQwvay linking it to the living situation
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one.

ANPED and its national member organizations are prepared to cooperate as partners in
concrete national and international projects towards sustainable consumption and
production.

Yours sincerely
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Sylvia Lorek Jan Rademaker
Board Member, Executive Director
Co-ordinator WG Sustainable Production and Consumption
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